Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Minutes - Veterans Service Foundation Board Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia

GEZRGIA

VETERANS SERVICE FOUNDATION

Present: Mr. Joe Higgins, Chair
Mr. Wyatt Batchelor, Vice Chair
Mr. Andy Hilmes, Treasurer
Mr. Alan Danzig, Member
Mr. Kevin Loncher, Member
Mr. Matthew Osucha, Member
Ms. Amy Sillmon, Attorney General’s Office
Mr. Pete Peterson, Veterans Service Board
Ms. Jarelle Thompson, Foundation CEO, Homeless Coordinator, GDVS
Ms. Julie Hammond, Foundation CFO, Commissioner’s Executive Assistant, GDVS
Ms. Charlotte May, Director, Public Information and External Affairs, GDVS
Ms. Irene Mackson, Business Support Analyst, GDVS

On Thursday, June 11, 2026, the Veterans Service Foundation Board meeting was held by video/tele-
conference. The members and visitors listed above were present.

Mr. Higgins called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

Mr. Danzig made a motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting, which were previously

distributed to members to review. Mr. Loncher seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

OFFICER REPORTS

Ms. Thompson gave an update on the MOU with Kumho Tire USA. We were able to assist a woman
veteran who was fleeing a domestic violence situation and needed to go back to Texas with family.
Kumho shipped the tires and sent a check to pay for the labor. Mr. Higgins commented that this is a
huge win since we announced this collaboration at the end of May and it has already produced
something for veterans.

Ms. Holstick was not present at the meeting because of her attendance at a conference.

Ms. Hammond stated that she had sent out the report below for members to review before the
meeting. There were no questions.
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The funds in the accounts are allocated as follows:

General Funds $70,871.14
Annual Training S 171.42
Glennville Cemetery S 1,263.00
Homelessness S 106.21
Legislative Breakfast S 60.00
New Homes (Roswell) S 1,125.00
State Benefit Book Ads S 5923
Suicide Prevention Hardware S 1,383.06
Suicide Prevention Summit $ 3,299.47
Women & Diversity S 26.43
TOTAL $78,364.96

DIRECTOR ACTIVITY REPORTS

Mr. Loncher shared that the Plummer Home had its 4" Annual Crawfish Boil fundraiser. They are still
tallying the results, but it was well attended. They are grateful for the support of the community.

Mr. Osucha reported that he sent the wrong copy of the updated bylaws. He plans to correct that this
weekend. He looks forward to any questions about the version he will be sending out. Mr. Higgins stated

that the Board will discuss the changes at the July meeting and then vote on the final version in August.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ms. Thompson announced that she attended a conference where they announced that there will be no
more HUD Vash vouchers being released. States will only have what they currently have. We will have
to pick up the slack through other nonprofit organizations. More to follow on this as it becomes
available.

Mr. Hilmes announced that the We Care Fair will be in Columbus on July 24. They already have a full
slate of vendors and are anticipating a great turnout.

Mr. Hilmes announced that the ribbon cutting for the Columbus VECTR Center will be on July 31, led by
the Columbus Technical College. Let him know if you are interested in attending.

Mr. Hilmes announced that Fort Benning is utilizing the Columbus airport more for flying soldiers in and
out. They are looking for veteran service organizations that are interested in helping to receive these
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soldiers and make sure they are comfortable, Normally, this would fall under the purview of the USO,
but their reception of the idea was lukewarm. Let him know if you are aware of any organizations that
are interested in being a part of the solution.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Higgins asked for an update on the Legislative Breakfast. We have not yet chosen a new date for
the event. We will update everyone as soon as the new date is chosen.

Mr. Danzig asked about the fundraising brochures for homelessness. Ms. Hammond stated that if
anyone wants copies, to please send her the number requested and the address to send them to and
she will take care of it.

Mr. Danzig asked if there is an updated solicitation letter that covers more than nursing homes, With
the new focus on homelessness, that could be added to the letter. We will begin working on this updated
letter

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Higgins announced that the next meeting will be on July 2 at 10:00 a.m. If we find out we won't
have a quorum, we will consider changing the date.

Mr. Higgins adjourned the meeting at 10:24 a.m.
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Bob McMahon, Secretary
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